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SUB J : DEVELOPMENTS IN THE WMO NAOS PROGRAM 

1 . RECENT MEETING OF FINANCIAL GROUP FOR WMO NORTH ATLANTIC 
OCEAN STATION AGREEMENT WAS OCCASION FOR INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS 
BY MISSION OFFICER WITH MEMBERS OF GROUP AND WMO SECRETARIAT 
ON THE STATE OF THIS PROGRAM. AGREEMENT HAS NOT YET COME 

INTO FORCE, AS RATIFICATION BY MEMBERS TOTALLING 80 PERCENT OF 
CONTRIBUTIONS NOT YET RECEIVED. PERCENTAGE NOW STANDS AT 
70 PERCENT, WITH BELGIUM AND SPAIN STILL NOT HAVING RATIFIED. 
THERE IS NOW HOPE THAT SPAIN WILL COMPLETE ITS ACTION 
WITHIN TWO OR THREE MONTHS. 

2. MEANWHILE, PROGRAM IS CONTINUING ON INTERIM BASIS AND 
RECENT MEETING WAS TO ALLOCATE CASH PAYMENTS TO THE FOUR 
OCEAN STATION OPERATORS. IN SPITE OF ITS EARLIER RELUCT- 
ANCE TO TAKE ANY ACTION UNTIL TREATY WAS IN FULL FORCE, 

UK IS NOW RENOVATING TWO OF ITS EXISTING OCEAN STATION 
VESSELS SO AS TO BE READY IN 1977 TO UNDERTAKE 
RESPONSIBILITIES ALLOCATED UNDER THE AGREEMENT. 
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EXPECTED THAT MEETING OF NAOS PROVISIONAL BOARD WILL 
BE HELD BEFORE END OF 1976. QUESTION WAS ASKED 
INFORMALLY WHETHER U.S. WOULD WISH TO BE INVITED TO 
ATTEND THIS MEETING AS OBSERVER, IN VIEW OF ITS 
OWN INTEREST IN NAOS PROGRAM AND FACT THAT USG IS 
OPERATING PART-TIME OCEAN WEATHER STATION IN WESTERN 
ATLANTIC. MISSION WOULS APPRECIATE GUIDANCE ON U.S. 

ATTITUDE. SHOULD MATTER BE RAISED AGAIN BY WMO 
SECRETARIAT. CATTO 
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